"ATTENTION"

This document is provided for
historical purposes only.

Documents contained in the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife Document &
Publication Archive may contain dated and/or
incorrect information. The WDFW Document
& Publication Archive is provided as a service

to those interested in the history of fish and
wildlife management in Washington State.




FrOM: WDL/ {&E

Washington Department of Wiidiife
J— Serving Washington's

wildlife snd people—

TO:REGION 4

713PM

JuL 9. 1592

WASHINGTON'S BLACK BEARS

Black bears are the smailesi of North
Armerican beswrs and rmge from Alstka w
ceniral Mexico. They live primarity in foresued
aress, including swamps and mouniain.
Foress mterspersed with streams and swamps
are prime boar habitat,

Named for their most coumon coloration,
black bears aiso come in several shades of |
brown and some may have & white paich an the
cheat. The sexes are similar in sppesranoe
althomgh males will grow larger. Adult black
bears range from five to six feel in length and
weigh from 100 to over 400 pounds. Yearling
biack boars typically weigh from 60 w0 120

Black boars sre cemivivorous but mostly
vepetarian, foraging on a wide varimty of plants
and animals, dopending Jargely on opportanity.
Typical foods include grasscs, wood fiber,
‘bernies, nuis, mbers, insects, small mammels,
eggs and camon. Bears seldom starve but poor
nutrition wall effect reproductive sucotss.

Black bears we primarily nocoxmnal,
preferring to move shout under cover of
darkness or m1 dusk or dawn, but they csn also
be sctive in daylight. They are usually solitary,
although family groups do sometimes stay
wgcumforpmcdmfmmunl
ocoupy whosa size verios soconding
0 the availability of food, habitat and the
number and charactar of other bears in the srea.
Larger male bosrs will oocupy larger texrito-
rics, driving smailer malss away or killing
them.

Black beass in northemn climates undergo
& period of semi-hibemnation in winter, but in
more mild climaies bears mey be active
throughout the your. Black bears typically den
in nataral cavitics in snags, windfslls, hollow
logs, brushpiles and caves. Darived bowrs ars
casily aroused and will corns out of the den
even in madwinuer §f dissurbed.

Black bears breed during the svnmaner.
usualiy in iso June or July, They are polyga-
mott and males travel widsly in scarch of
rocopiive femaies. At that ims, bresding
fermnales driva awsy cubs from previous years

prior 10 mating again. Wendering males and
recently-evictod yeatlings are the bears moa1
commonly sesn by Washington residents,
perticularly in urban sress,

Although bears breed duxing the summer,
delayed implantation of the embryo causes
bear's dormant period. The cubs, blind,
hairless, and weighing from seven 1o 12
ounces. ke bormn in Janunry or Februmy. Litters
typically contain two or three cubs,

Parental cars is stricly & femals responsi-
bﬂwumﬂcﬂkﬂluﬂmﬂhﬂdﬂy
have the females do not
hud.nmhemmﬂullyhmndonlym
other yesr. Cubs ars weaned in lais sumensr but
remain with tha female through their first year
until the breeding cycle begins again. In some
cases, family units may re-form following the
breeding scason, Black bears become sexually
mantre st hetween theee and four years of age.

Blsck bears are commaon in Washington
and population ievels are related to the smount
of habitat availabla, Alhough black bewrs are
legally nmted in Washingon, the biggest
threat to bear numbers is conversion of beas
habitat 1o human vse.
 The black bear's combination of strength,
maks thern infamous for muisence problems
such as scavenging in garbage cans, bresking
in1o cabins and outbuildings in search of food
and raiding camper's food supplies. The exient
of damage is highly variable snd ungaredictable,
deperdiing on circumsumees. Black bears have
baan known to destroy apisries, livennck and
trees. They will alse deatroy corn paiches and
raid gardens or orchards. Garbage cans or pet
food supplive left in areas accessible v bears
will not be overlooked.

Prevention is the beat method of control-
ling damage from bisck bears. Removing
garbags, pet food snd othur atractive food
sources and securing them in places mconve-
nieni to foraging boars will solve many
problems. Problem bears can ba live.orapped
by spocially-trainod wikikifa professionals

uging culvert traps or snares and moved
Mo remots areas aithough such removais are
expansive, time consamnmg snd seldom
cffoctive. Usiny wanquilizer drugs on bears 10
facilitate remnval is difficole and dangerous for
bears and humans aliks, In some sitcations,
where other methods have failed, Jethal
removal of problem enimals may be the onty
alemative. Thers are no known chomiosl
repoilants for black bears.

Elccric fences have been shown w0 be
very effective in deterring bears from bee
yards, gardens, cabins and other srens.
Although slighily less effective, mechanical
fencing of hoavy gaugs woven wire cight feel
high toppad with double strands of barbed wire
sot out on engled beackets will dster mont
bears.

Loud muxic, exploder cannons, fireworks,
gumfire, night lights, barking dogs, scarecrows
and changes in the position of objects in the
probiem area wili often provide tenyporery
relisf of black besr probiems. Orvar timeo bears
will become accustomed to such devices snd
may bocomme very wolerant of honsn presence.
Such wlerance makes them more dangerous 0
humms,

Ahthough not normally aggressive or
highly dangerous © homans, black bears sre
strong. fast and potentiaily lethal shonid they
attack. Most bear/human confrontations resuls
from close-rangs surpriss encounters, ofien
when cubs ire present. Knowiedgo of bear
habitat preferences md bear habits ean help
avoid most encourniers.
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